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Suo Motu cognizance was taken by the commission

on 9 .,uly 2O2t o! a news item published by Gana Shakti, a

Bengali daily newspaper, dated 9 July 2021. The sum and

substance of the news was that the effluent discharged by

the Raghunathpur thermal power plant has been causing

untold misery to the farmers. The continuous discharge of

the effluent in the agricultural land has adversely affected

the fertility of the land which has practically become

ba rren.

The ld reglstrar of the commission '"vas directed to make a

on the spot enquiry. He has since flled a report dated L3th

of August 2021 corroborating the contents of the news

item.

At the time when the cognizance was taken the honourable

administrative member had expressed reservation by

observing that "incidentally, the power plant is of DVC

which is a central government PSU formed under an act of

Parliament. Jurisdictional issue of WBHRC be checked up by

the enquirY team."

Considering the apprehension and considering that the

WBHRC may not be competent to redress the grievances of

the victims, the appropriete. course is to refer the matter to
lt?E!" Tribunal for aPProPriatethe Kolkata bench of tlief

steps as may be considered fit and proper'
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The ld Registrar is directed to forward the news item' the

evidence collected by him, the photographs, the reports of

the statutory authority including pollution control board

and all other documents collected by him together with his

own report, after preparing a proper index duly paginated'

to the honourable tribunal so that the grievance of the

victims can be taken care of. A copy of the order be also

communicated to the concerned newspaper for

information of the victims.

Ld Registrar is further directed to upload the order'

(Justice Girish Chandra GuPta)
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